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system was abolished, the nobility were compelled to pay
taxes like everyone else, and to perform compulsory military
service. Railways and factories were constructed; posts,
telegraphs, and steamships introduced. Even European
dress was prescribed to be worn by officials! At a single
bound, within a single generation, Japan sprang from the
condition of being one of the most secluded and old-fashioned
of countries, to one of the most widely advertised and most
progressive.

Only in regard to its method of government (and per-
haps also in its art and some of its charming social manners
and customs) has Japan remained markedly different from
the western nations which it accepted as the models for its
reconstruction. Japan has a Parliament and a Cabinet, but
neither of these has the power that Parliaments and Cabinets
exert in modern democracies. Nor, strangely enough, is
the emperor himself a Grand Monarch or a Dictator, In
fact he is much more like a god, for he receives such rever-
ence from his entire people, as only a god might ordinarily
be expected to receive. The ministers, who do the real work
of ruling, issue all orders in the emperor's name. Yet he
himself takes practically no part in ordinary affairs, and is
rarely seen or even heard by his people. Ruling over such
a nation of devoted subjects, as he doess it is hardly sur-
prising to know that the throne he sits upon has been occu-
pied by an unbroken line of kings, for a longer period of
time than any other in the world. For no less than 2,000
years members of the same royal family have ruled Japan,
and the tradition is that the family is descended from the
greatest monarch in the whole universe, the Sun,

It is possible that the swiftness of change which has been
imposed upon the Japanese since the beginning of the Mciji
Era less than 80 years ago, has not been altogether beneficial
in its effects upon their national character* They have
learned all the' lessons that the west could teach them, with
a vengeance. In almost every direction, they have trial to
go one better than their teachers. They are a marvellous
people, but they have shown a rudjessaess ia graspiag wfaat-
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